IPB International Inc.
180 9002

. Maseouche, February 25" 2000 .

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD (STB),
Office of the Secretary, . ' _ T
Case Control Unit, . o , _ o S ey
Attn : STB Ex Parte No. 582, - ' - RS o
1925 K Street, N.W,, - - | | "
* Washington, D. C
USA :
20423-0001

4

Attentlon Mr Vernon A. Wlllmms .
Secretary ‘

Sir, o

- IPB Intemat1ona1 Inc. is a company that is dlvers1f1ed in the lumber product 1ndustry
We own 5 different facﬂltles m Canada and in the U.S.; that are spec1ahsmg in

m anufactunng of wooden poles, railway, tics, bridge t1mber softwood and hardwood
lumber. In fact we are taking this opportumty to include some 1nformat10n regarding our -
products for your perusal.

Since we utilise on a regular bases the service of the railway comipanics, approximately
300 to 350 cars yearly, to move some of our material to and from the U.S. and Canada,
we would like to submit our comments on items that will be ralsed at the March g™ 2000~
audience in regards w1th Ex Parte 582. - ~

We are requestlng that the STB toncenirate their attention on the question to know 1f the -
regrouping of CN-BNSF is to the advantage of the shippers and their customers instead '

" of the potential downstream cffects. We believe that the project CN-BNSF- should be
analyse mainly on the intrinsic value and, that if any future request from cher

'- .transportanon merger should be evaluated in the same fashion. -

. The time to present a regrouplng pI‘O_]CCt such as. the CN-BNSF should not be the -
pr1n01pa]. questron presently, but should probably be the quahty of service to the sh1ppcrs
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and their customers. Problem that have arisen lately with some mergers were not really
associated with the timing, but mainly to the management of some of these merger.

In consequence we feel that the STB should concentrate their attention on the service
aspect of a regrouping such as the proposed CN-BNSF and on any future merger that
" could occur in the future. : ‘ :

" The STB has put in place an integrated procedure to evaluate any transaction in the
~ railway industry and to protect the interest of the public. In following the establish
procedure, we are positive that it will proceed at an equitable evaluation of the proposed
CN-BNSF regrouping, We belicve that the STB cannot allow other railways to use their
procedure to protect their own interest instead of the shippers and their customers.

We thank you for the opportunity to express our opinion.

Lo

incerely Yours

Facques McKay
President

cc: Jim Guivdnan
Frangois Alexandre



